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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 

906 Wilkinson Street is the site of the two-story residential structure located within the Fairfield Historic 
District. The applicant is seeking approval to replace terra cotta roof tiles with standing seam metal roof. 
With regard to the color of the roof, the applicant would like to use either a traditional muted terra cotta 
red that matches the traditional roof color of Mediterranean Revival architecture, similar in color to the roof 
on the Kings Highway Christian Church at 806 Kings Highway, or a green color like the roof at 1030 Kings 
Highway, or the roof at 2745 Fairfield Ave. 
 

 

OTHER ACTIONS REQUIRED 
 

The proposed project will require a Building Permit from the City of Shreveport Permits Division. 
 

 

MPC STAFF ANALYSIS 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

Replacing the terra cotta roof with a standing seam metal roof constitutes a significant material change, 
requiring a Certificate of Appropriateness. The applicant proposed to use a metal roof, because the cost of 
replacing the roof with terra cotta is significantly higher than that of other quality materials, which, in their 
view, are harmonious with the HPOD. 906 Wilkinson Street is a two-story brick Mediterranean Revival (or 
Italian Renaissance Revival) house with hip roof; two massive end-wall chimneys; exposed rafters; quoins; 
rounded arch openings with keystones; centered portal with double door and iron gate; iron canopy 
supported by brackets over portal.1  
 
The Italian Renaissance Revival style developed at the very end of the Victorian period of architecture (1890 
- 1930). The Italian Renaissance style typically includes a symmetrical façade with elaborate windows, 
widely overhanging eaves with decorative brackets, a low-pitch hipped roof, and a clay tile roof. 2 

 
Historic or typical roofing materials in the historic district include clay tile, slate, and composition shingle 
where wood shingles once existed. Roofing is the single most important component of a building envelope, 
protecting other materials as well as the building interior from the damaging effects of water and moisture. 
Therefore, the maintenance of a roof is critical to the preservation of the building. Roof forms and materials 
are character defining features of a building. 2 

https://www.crt.state.la.us/dataprojectsVS/NRHP/PublicForms/ViewProperty/87?
https://www.crt.state.la.us/Assets/OCD/hp/uniquely-louisiana-education/Design-Guidelines/Ponchatoula%20Louisiana%20Historic%20District%20Design%20Guidelines.pdf
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The proposed project would introduce standing seam metal roof that is mismatched for the roof of an 
Italian Renaissance Revival home. Italian Renaissance Revivalist roof featuring standing seam metal roof 
instead of a historically appropriate tiled roof would visually conflict with this site’s historic significance 
as well as the overall integrity of the historic district of which it is a member. 
 
In a previous case, 22-25-HPC, the applicant proposed replacing the existing roofing tiles with modern 
architectural asphalt shingles at 254 Rutherford Street. It is a site of single-family Italian Renaissance 
Revival-style residence located in the Highland Historic District. The Executive Director denied with staff-
recommended conditions the request for a Certificate of Appropriateness, as it does not meet the approval 
standards of Shreveport UDC Article 4, Section 4.7.C.1. 

 

APPROVAL STANDARDS – Certificate of Appropriateness. 

Per Shreveport UDC Article 21, Section 21.5, D. Approval Standards, for a Certificate of Appropriateness: 

It is not the intention of these regulations to require the reconstruction or restoration of individual or original 
buildings and/or prohibit the removal or demolition of the same. Upon review of the application for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness, the Shreveport HPC and the Executive Director of the Shreveport-Caddo MPC, or his/her 
designee, must balance the following standards in making any recommendation and/or determination for 
approval:  

 
1. Whether the proposed activity involving exterior features and/or exterior architectural features is harmonious 

with the special character of the HPOD.   
 

MPC STAFF COMMENTS: MPC staff finds that the architectural features of the proposed activities 
WOULD NOT be considered harmonious within the special character of the HPOD, as a 
standing seam metal roof is mismatched for the roof of an Italian Renaissance Revival home. 

 
2. Whether the proposed activity will adversely affect any exterior feature and/or exterior architectural feature.  

  
MPC STAFF COMMENTS: MPC staff finds that the proposed activity WILL adversely affect the 
exterior or architectural feature(s) and essence of the structure. 

 
3. Whether the proposed activity will adversely affect the historic character of the landmark, site, building, 

structure, landscape and/or object. 

 
MPC STAFF COMMENTS: MPC staff finds that the proposed activity WILL adversely affect the 
historic character of the structure and area, as metal is not historic or typical roofing material. 
 

4. In considering new construction, if a contemporary design is used, the architectural styles from particular historic periods 
are not required; however, a determination regarding whether the contemporary design is harmonious with the character 
of the HPOD is required. 
 

MPC STAFF COMMENTS: MPC staff finds that the architectural style IS HARMONIOUS with the 
characteristics of the HPOD. 

  
5. Whether the proposed activity is in compliance with the design standards contained in Article 4.  

MPC STAFF COMMENTS: MPC Staff finds that the proposed activity IS NOT IN 
COMPLIANCE with the design standards contained in Article 4 of the Shreveport UDC. 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS  

 

• Exhibit A. Street View 

• Exhibit B. Zoning Map 

• Exhibit C. Vicinity Map 
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• Exhibit D. Site Images 

• Exhibit E. Example of the Italian Renaissance Revival style 

• Exhibit F. 806 Kings Hwy - Muted terra cotta red roof 

• Exhibit G. 1030 Kings Hwy - Green Roof 

• Exhibit H. 2745 Fairfield Ave - Green Roof 

• Exhibit I. Current Roof Report 

• Exhibit J. Metal Roof Estimate 

 

 

MPC STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS. 

MPC staff recommends DENIAL of the requested Certificate of Appropriateness, with 
the suggestion of the following alternatives: 
 
1. All efforts should be made to ensure that the authenticity of the home's original & 
historic style is retained. Roof materials to be replaced shall not diverge from the historic 
and authentic style of an Italian Renaissance Revival home. 
 
2. Synthetic, non-clay roof tiles matching the historic Italian Renaissance Revival style 
requirement can be sourced from a variety of manufacturers (at reduced cost) and can be 
used in lieu of imported clay tiles. 

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION (HPC) RECOMMENDATION (August 20, 2024) 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS. 

 
 

 

 

MPC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S DECISION 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS. 

 
 

 Executive Director Signature: 

  

 

 Date: 
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Exhibit A. Street View 

 
 
Exhibit B. Zoning Map 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

906 Wilkinson Street 
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Exhibit C. Vicinity Map 

 
 
 
Exhibit D. Current Roof Images 

 
 

906 Wilkinson Street 
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Exhibit E. Example of the Italian Renaissance Revival style 

 
 
Exhibit F. 806 Kings Hwy - Muted terra cotta red roof 
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Exhibit G. 1030 Kings Hwy Green Roof 

 
 
Exhibit H. 2745 Fairfield Ave Green Roof 
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Exhibit I. Current Roof Report 
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Exhibit J. Metal Roof Estimate 

 


